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To purchase tickets, please 
visit sacranovachorale.com

Adults $20 | Students $10

Cathedral of St. John 
the Evangelist 
812 N Jackson St. 
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Sunday, December 15, 2024
 4:00 PM

Sacra Nova Chorale and the Choir of the Cathedral
with special guests Milwaukee Musaik present:

From Holiday to Every Day - Shop with us!
Join in on the fun this holiday season with a trip to Winkie’s Hallmark & Gifts
where you’ll find something for everyone on your list! Shop from our vast
selection of unique gifts, candles, chocolates, cards, gift wrap and holiday decor.

Corner of Silver Spring & Lake Drive in Whitefish Bay
414-964-2130  •  Winkiesgifts.com
Follow us on Facebook! Facebook.com/winkieshallmark
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In this delightful and hilarious re-imagining, Bloom is a community 
theatre director and failed novelist currently directing a produc-

tion of Romeo and Juliet. But when the ghost of Shakespeare turns 
up, Bloom insults the Bard and says that he could write a better 
ending. Shakespeare sends Bloom INTO the play. Once inside, as 

Bloom tries to “improve” the ending from within, he must navigate 
the twists and turns of the plot while trying to fit in with the re-

nowned fictional characters we all know and love. But once Bloom 
meets Juliet, his plans unravel as he falls for her and risks changing 

the story, past and present, in ways no one expected. 

Recommended for ages 11 and up.

JAN. 17 - FEB. 2, 2025

DON’T MISS THE REST OF OUR 
BLOCKBUSTER 65TH SEASON!

Feb. 21 – Mar. 9, 2025 April 4 – 27, 2025
Midwest Premiere! Skylight Premiere!

WORLD PREMIERE!

CALL OUR BOX OFFICE: (414) 291 - 7800
VISIT: www.skylightmusictheatre.org

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW
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Michael Unger
Artistic Director

Book, Music, and Lyrics
LIONEL BART

Susan Varela
Executive Director

by special arrangement with Cameron Mackintosh 

November 15 – December 29, 2024 | Cabot Theatre | Broadway Theatre Center 

freely adapted from Charles Dickens’ Oliver Twist 

* Appearing through an agreement between Skylight 
Music Theatre and Actors’ Equity Association, the Union 

of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the 
United States.

LIONEL BART’S OLIVER! 

Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).  
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.  

www.mtishows.com 

Any video and/or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.

This project is sponsored in part by a grant from the 
Wisconsin Arts Board with Endowment from the State of 

Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts. 

SEASON SPONSORED BY

JAN SERR &
JOHN SHANNON

Special Thanks to Sponsor, 
Bob Balderson, 

and Dress Rehearsal Sponsor, 
BAIRD Private Asset Management

ASSOCIATE PRODUCERPRESENTING SPONSOR

Directed by Artistic Director 
Michael Unger** 

Choreographed by 
Stephanie Staszak 

Production Stage Manager 
Daniel J. Hanson*

Resident Assistant Stage Manager 
Jordan Ilyssa Angelo

Assistant Stage Manager 
Mallory Topel

Scenic Designer 
Jonathan Berg-Einhorn 

Costume Designer 
Michelle Grimm

Lighting and Projections Designer 
Smooch Medina 

Sound Designer 
John Tanner Monagle

Music Director 
David Bonofiglio  
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   It is a great pleasure to offer the Skylight premiere of Oliver!, based 
on the Charles Dickens novel Oliver Twist, as the holiday 

production of our 65th season. It is chock-full of delights 
– including 24 of Milwaukee’s finest young actors, 14 

of Milwaukee’s most gifted professional performers, a 
design and production team to beat the band, telling 
one of the greatest stories ever written, with one of 
the best scores of all time. Oliver!, with book, music, 
and lyrics all written by Briton, Lionel Bart, is one of 
those rare musicals to have won both a Tony Award 

(1963) and an Academy Award (1969).

I love exploring the era in which you are about to be 
enveloped. The grandeur and destitution of 19th 

Century England is a perfect backdrop for Dickens to skewer 
the absurdities of society and government of his time, while illuminating the 
best and worst of both the lower and upper classes. I directed a production of 
another Dickens classic, A Christmas Carol, on the east coast for twenty years 
(photo below) and appreciate how Dickens captures all levels and ages of 
humanity and society to help us understand why people behave the way they 
do – the good and the bad. Dickens had a lifelong passion for eradicating the 
child labor abuses he witnessed in his lifetime. In fact, that quest for eradication 
was his motivation to write the novella of A Christmas Carol, not, as some might 
assume, to celebrate a festive holiday season.

I try to ensure that all the shows we do at Skylight speak to our world right now. 
With Dickens’ singular craft and brilliant wit on the original novel, and Lionel 
Bart’s glorious and judicious adaptation, we can learn from another place and 
time how important it is to take care of one another, how we must correct soci-
etal imbalances, and that family can take all forms. May this holiday season fill 
you with joy, bring peace to our world, and give us all the opportunity to lift up 
those we can.

A NOTE FROM THE

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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Welcome to Skylight Music Theatre’s production of OLIVER! This 
show holds a special place in my heart, as it was my very 

first introduction to the magic of theatre. In the 1980s, 
as a student at Greendale High School, I auditioned 

for OLIVER! and to my delight, I was cast in the title 
role. Rehearsals began and I was hooked. I cut my 
long hair short and immersed myself in this new 
world. I loved learning every note, every line, every 
dance step... and from that moment on, I knew 
I wanted a life in the theatre. That experience 

ignited a passion that carried me all the way to 
New York City where I performed on Broadway, met 

my husband, and happily returned to my hometown, 
where I was thrilled to perform on the Skylight stage. 

Now, as Executive Director, I am humbled and honored to lead this in-
credible organization that has been an inspiration since I was a kid. Every 
day, I work alongside a dedicated team to ensure that Skylight is not only 
a place for inspiring performances but also a welcoming environment 
where the next generation of artists can discover their love for theatre, 
just as I did. It’s a full-circle moment for me, and it fuels my commitment 
to providing rich and diverse artistic experiences for our community. 

I urge you to get more involved with Skylight! Whether by volunteering 
your time, becoming a subscriber, making a donation, or considering 
sponsorship, your support is invaluable to our mission. Together, we can 
continue to create exceptional performances and foster a home for artists 
and theatre lovers alike. Thank you for going on this journey with us, and I 
hope you enjoy the show. You may catch me singing along! 

A NOTE FROM

THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

-Susan Varela, Executive Director
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Living at Saint John’s 
is a dream I didn’t
even know I had!

      – Mary Beth Petersen  

A culturally respectful and intellectually stimulating community
More than 200 events to enjoy every month
Unlimited campus amenities to enjoy with friends and family. 
 

Life at Saint John’s is Grand!

Discover the Life You’ve Always Dreamed of...

Call us to learn more 
about life at Saint John’s.

Call 414-831-6900

1840 N. Prospect Avenue
414-831-6900

www.SaintJohnsMilw.org
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Oliver ........................................................................... Gus Kolbe (P) / Mac Heinrich (T)

Fagin .......................................................................................................... Randall Dodge* 

Artful Dodger ........................................... Jenna Krysiak (P) / Harper Fornstedt (T) 

Bill Sikes/Ensemble ..................................................................... Jared Brandt Hoover   

Nancy ................................................................................................ Rachel Schoenecker   

Bet/Ensemble ........................................................................................... Hope Riesterer   

Mr. Bumble/Ensemble ............................................................................. Miss Kyle Blair   

Widow Corney/Ensemble .................................................................. Candace Decker   

Mr. Brownlow/Ensemble ............................................................................. Rick Richter 

Mr. Sowerberry/Ensemble ................................................................ Nathan Marinan   

Mrs. Sowerberry/Ensemble ....................................................... Samantha Sostarich   

Charlotte/Ensemble .................................................................................... Becky Cofta 

Noah Claypole/Ensemble ..................................................................... Connor Nekich   

Dr. Grimwig/Ensemble ..................................................................... D Eric Woolweber   

Matron/Ensemble ........................................................................ Rachel Bednarowski   

Mrs. Bedwin/Old Sally/Ensemble .......................................................... Paula Garcia  

Nipper ................................................................ Jillian Vogedes (P) / Finley Brown (T)

Charley Bates ............................................ Brooklynn Smith (P) / Grayson Scott (T)

Fagin – Nathan Marinan; Nancy – Samatha Sostarich; Mrs. Bedwin/Old Sally – Becky Cofta; 

Dr. Grimwig – Connor Nekich; Bill Sikes/Mr. Sowerberry/Mr. Bumble – D Eric Woolweber;

Widow Corney – Paula Garcia; Mrs. Sowerberry – Rachel Bednarowski 

UNDERSTUDIES 
Understudies/Standbys never substitute for listed players unless a specific 

notification is made at the time of the performance. 

PICCADILLY (P) TRAFALGAR (T)
Bristol Beasley 

Steven Gayfield 

Ira Kindkeppel-Longden 

Ainsley Kosek 

Jozef Baudo 

Malia Brunner 

Jeremiah Cooper 

Emery Domer 

Emilia Kosek 

Maia Scherman  

Stevie Smith 

Elias Totleben 

Grace Hennen 

Shaun Martin 

MacKenzie Rise Roberson 

Ellory Woodford

YOUTH PERFORMER ENSEMBLES

*Appearing through an agreement between Skylight Music Theatre and Actors’ Equity 
Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States.

DANCE CAPTAIN - D Eric Woolweber
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MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT 1

Food, Glorious Food ....................................................................... Oliver and Children 

Oliver! ................................................................ Mr. Bumble, Widow Corney, Children 

I Shall Scream! .................................................................. Mr. Bumble, Widow Corney 

Boy For Sale ...................................................................................................... Mr. Bumble 

That’s Your Funeral ...................... Mr. Sowerberry, Mrs. Sowerberry, Mr. Bumble 

Where Is Love? ............................................................................................................ Oliver  

Consider Yourself ................................................................. Dodger, Oliver, Company 

Consider Yourself (Reprise) ............................................................................. Company 

You’ve Got To Pick A Pocket Or Two ......................................... Fagin and Children

Rum-Tum-Tum ............................................................................................................. Fagin 

It’s A Fine Life .................................................................................. Nancy, Bet, Children 

I’d Do Anything .......................................................................... Nancy, Dodger, Oliver, 
Bet, Fagin, Children

 
Be Back Soon .................................................................................... Fagin and Children 

ACT 2
Oom-Pah-Pah .............................................................................. Nancy and Company 

My Name ................................................................................................................. Bill Sikes  

As Long As He Needs Me ....................................................................................... Nancy 

Where Is Love? (Reprise) ............................................................................. Mrs. Bedwin  

Who Will Buy? ................................................................................ Oliver and Company 

It’s A Fine Life (Reprise) ................................................ Nancy, Fagin, Sikes, Dodger 

Reviewing The Situation .......................................................................................... Fagin 

Oliver! (Reprise) ................................................................ Mr. Bumble, Widow Corney 

As Long As He Needs Me (Reprise) ..................................................................... Nancy 

Reviewing The Situation (Reprise) ....................................................................... Fagin 
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Director of Production and Facilities ........................................................................ Terry Harper

Interim Director of Production and Facilities ....................................................... Joseph Piirto 

Head Carpenter/Fleet Manager ................................................................................... Islay Reed 

Scenic Carpenters .................................................. Austin Hobbs, Islay Reed, Hans Michaelis 

Scenic and Properties Painter ....................................................................................... Wendy Ann 

Properties Supervisor ..............….............................................................................. Amaya Rockett

Props Artisan ................................................................................................................. Ava Rodriguez

Resident Assistant Stage Manager ......................................................... Jordan Ilyssa Angelo 

Assistant Stage Manager ........................................................................................... Mallory Topel 

Lighting Supervisor ...................................................................................................... Dovie Roberts

Electricians ................................................................. Zoe Lucas, Jonnie Painter, Kenan Pulver,
Isabelle Flores, Eden Skoug 

Follow Spot Operator .......................................................................................................... Zoe Lucas 

Audio/Video Supervisor .......................................................................................... Cordarious  Cox

Audio Support .................................................................................................................... Steve Tonar 

Audio Support/Deck Crew .......................................................................................... Kenan Pulver

Fly/Deck Crew .............................................................................................................. Jonnie Painter

Costume Director ..................................................................................................... Jeanne Schrank 

Costume Design Assistant ...................................................................................... Shannon Burke

Wardrobe Supervisors …......................................................... Courteney Shipley, Brooke Wallo

Stitchers .................................................................. Shima Orans, Jude Martina, Brooke Wallo,
Jamie Mercado 

Hair and Wig Designer ……………………………………………………………............….. Dana Rochester 

Fight and Intimacy Director ................................................................................. Marcee Doherty

Dialect Coach ..................................................................................................... Jayne Reagan Pink

Young Performer Supervisor ……….............................................................…….. Gabriel Burdette  

Graphic Design Support …........................................................................................... Rylee Zuniga 

Photographer …................................................................................................................ Mark Frohna 

Videographers …............................................................................... Traveling Lemur Productions 

Special Thanks to Michael Weber, Porchlight Music Theatre, Paramount Theatre, Marquette 
University Theatre Arts, UWM Theatre Department, Milwaukee Repertory Theater, Miller and 

Campbell Costumes, Connie Peterson, 5th Avenue Theatre, and Dennis DeYoung

PRODUCTION SUPPORT



2445 North Farwell Avenue 

 414.964.2323

Tue. through Sat. 11-5
Holiday Hours Sun. 11-3
littlemonstersmilwaukee.com

Consider 
Yourself 

at Home...

CONNECTING PEOPLE
WITH PLACES

12 Skylight Music Theatre



Oliver! 13

...... ......  
 

 
P

L
U

S  T A X E S  A N D  F E E S   

 
....

..
 

...
...

TICKETS START AT$$$3030$30
 

 
 

 

4 1 4 - 2 9 1 - 7 6 0 5  |  m s o. o rg
B R A D L E Y  S Y M P H O N Y  C E N T E R

casablanca
f i l m w i t h l i v e o r c h e s t r a

FEBRUARY

14-16
FRI-SAT 7:30PM | SUN 2:30PM

Consider 
Yourself 

at Home...

CONNECTING PEOPLE
WITH PLACES



14 Skylight Music Theatre

Request a quote today at davidjfrank.com
Southeastern Wisconsin’s premier landscaping company

Not a Bad Seat  
in the House

See More Projects
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159 N. Broadway

Historic Third Ward 

Milwaukee

(414) 273-1720

  
       /mainstreamboutiquemke  
       /mainstreamboutiquemke
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Bonjour! Make a great choice for your child’s education! Enroll 
now for K4/K5 and Gr. 1. Seats fill quickly for Fall 2022.

Milwaukee French Immersion School (MFIS) is one of the 
top schools in MPS — and the only school in the city to offer 
immersion in French. Students enter the immersion program 
in K4/K5 or Grade 1, and all instruction is in French. English 
reading and writing begins in Grade 2. Most other subjects are 
taught in French through Grade 5. Students become fluent in 
French with many continuing language immersion at Milwaukee 
School of Languages (Gr. 6–12).

] Safe and Positive – Teachers and families work together!
]  Why French?  French is the most frequently learned second 

language in the world, after English.  
]  Internationally-recognized! MFIS has earned the prestigious 

LabelFrancEducation status for immersion excellence.
]  Diverse! Many cultures comprise the school community.
] Great leadership, collaboration and instructional team.
]   Free transportation (1-mile walk zone), no tuition
]  Before- and after-school camp with activities and homework 

help from 7 – 9:00 a.m. and 4 – 6:00 p.m. 

Call (414) 874-8400 to schedule a tour and enroll.

5225 W. Vliet Street
P.O. Box 2181

Milwaukee, WI 53201-2181

Milwaukee French Immersion School
2360 N. 52nd St., Milwaukee, WI 53210  •  mpsmke.com/mfis

K4 – Gr. 5 • 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. • 140@milwaukee.k12.wi.us

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

P A I D
Milwaukee, WI

Permit No. 3240

MPS_MFIS_Mktg PostCards_8.5x5.5_1121 V2.indd   2 11/4/21   1:39 PM
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]  Learning another language through the immersion model is 
a great way to expand knowledge, increase vocabulary and 
strengthen academic/communication skills — and develop an 
appreciation for other cultures too.

]  MFIS earned the prestigious 
LabelFrancEducation status from the French 
government for exemplary education in the 
immersion language program.

]   Transportation and before-school (7–8:45 AM)  
and after-school (4–6:00 PM) care is available.

]   We offer art, music, physical education, dance, instrument 
lessons, theater and more!

Why French?  French is the most frequently learned 
second language in the world, after English. More 
than 220 million people speak French on five 
continents. French is the official language of 29 
independent nations. The ability to speak French 
and English can be a career advantage.

Say Oui! to

Bonjour!  Learn about our program — we are now 
enrolling K4/K5 and Gr. 1 students. 
Call (414) 874-8400 to schedule a tour.

mpsmke.com/Enroll

Bonjour! Make a great choice for your child’s education. 
Call for a tour today! We enroll for K4, K5, and 1st grade.

Join the generations who have trusted Knight Barry 
Title to protect their most valuable investments. 
Our experienced title and closing professionals are 
ready to provide fast, accurate services to 
commercial and residential customers for their 
real estate, large and small.

Knight Barry Title, Inc.
201 E. Pittsburgh Ave., Suite 200
Milwaukee, WI 53204

Protecting Your Property Rights Since 1854
Wisconsin . Minnesota . Michigan . Florida .Texas
Find an office near you at www.knightbarry.com
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Rachel
Bednarowski

Randall
Dodge*

Rachel
Schoenecker

Miss Kyle
Blair

Paula
Garcia

Connor 
Nekich

Nathan
Marinan

Samantha
Sostarich

Becky
Cofta

Jared Brandt 
Hoover

Rick 
Richter

D Eric
Woolweber

Candace
Decker

Hope
Riesterer

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST
ADULT PERFORMERS



M A D I S O N  M E D I C A L  A F F I L I A T E S M A D I S O N  M E D I C A L  A F F I L I A T E S

Amanda Cooper, M.D. Tracy Donahue, M.D. Michael Knabel, M.D. Valerie Lyon, M.D. Jack Maloney, M.D. Jason Rosenberg, M.D. Debra Scarlett, M.D. Thorsteinn Skulason, M.D.

DERMATOLOGY

Keely Browning, M.D. Abdullah Fayyad, M.D. Gene Kligman, M.D. Venelin Kounev, M.D. Srihari Ramanujam, M.D. Chad Stepke, M.D.

GASTROENTEROLOGY

Unchu Ko, M.D. David Lucke, M.D. Rachel Oosterbaan, M.D. John Sanidas, M.D. Abraham Varghese, M.D. James Volberding, M.D.

Kathleen Baugrud, M.D. Avi Bernstein, M.D. John Betz, M.D. Matthew Connolly, M.D. Kevin DiNapoli, M.D. Deidre Faust, M.D. David Goldberg, M.D. Scott Jorgensen, M.D.

INTERNAL MEDICINE

Carmen Balding, M.D. Camile Hexsel, M.D.

MOHS SURGERY

Richard Cattey, M.D. Jasna Coralic, M.D. Alysandra Lal, M.D. Joseph Regan, M.D. Craig Siverhus, M.D. Jake Thayer, M.D.

SURGERY

Amy DeGueme, M.D. Elaine Drobny, M.D. Antoni Gofron, M.D. Usonwanne Ibekwe, M.D. Brent Jones, M.D. Kawaljeet Kaur, M.D.

ENDOCRINOLOGY

Anne Lent, M.D. Kristin Schroederus, M.D.

ALLERGY & IMMUNOLOGY

It’s important to choose a physician who will listen closely to your 
needs and respond genuinely to your concerns. Fortunately for  

you and your family, our physicians have been providing  
exceptional care in Milwaukee and Ozaukee for over 120 years.

Trust Your Health to  
One of Milwaukee’s 

Most Respected  
Medical Practices. MILWAUKEE • MEQUON

MadisonMedical.com  |  414.272.8950

Kevin Gee, M.D. Christopher Kearns, M.D.

UROLOGY

Jonathan Berkoff, M.D. Charles Chung, M.D. Katya Frantskevich, M.D. Shireen Jayne, D.O. Jennifer Moralez, M.D.

OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY

Heather Wells, M.D.

COMPREHENSIVE EYE CARE

Dima Adl, M.D. Jay Balachandran, M.D.

PULMONARY UROGYNECOLOGY

Nicolette Deveneau, M.D. Erica Eggers, M.D.Lisa Bennett, M.D. Alwin Edakkunnathu, O.D. James Ivanoski, O.D. Joseph Zilisch, M.D.

MMA18083-AD4_EncoreAug2024_12x9_v03.indd   1MMA18083-AD4_EncoreAug2024_12x9_v03.indd   1 8/13/24   10:00 AM8/13/24   10:00 AM
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Rachel Bednarowski (Matron/Ensemble) 
is ecstatic to be returning to Skylight for 
this incredible season! Rachel holds a BFA 
in Musical Theatre and minors in Dance 
Performance and Music from UW-Milwau-
kee. Rachel’s favorite credits include Erato 
in XANADU! (Skylight), Rosie - MAMMA 
MIA! (GCT), and Charlotte in Cinderella (Ap-
pleton East Players). She also teaches and 
directs with Shallece Saleen Studios. Love 
to Gavin, family, friends and mentors for 
their unending support in all her endeavors. 

Miss Kyle Blair (Mr. Bumble/Ensemble) 
[she/they/he] Skylight debut! Miss Kyle 
has spent a sizeable portion of their career 
in international waters, performing with 
Disney Cruise Line as Kings, Clocks, and Ge-
nies, and originating the role of Hook Hand 
in Tangled: the Musical. They have worked 
regionally in Chicago, Portland, Memphis, 
Arizona, and Colorado; with the National 
Players - America’s Longest-Running Tour-
ing Company (Olney, MD); and sometimes 
performs in drag as Great Aunt Mavis. Love 
to family and forever friends. Hi, Georgia!  

Becky Cofta (Charlotte/Ensemble) is 
thrilled to be in Oliver! She was last seen 
at Skylight in Noises Off, the Rocky Horror 
Picture Show Fundraiser and Pippin. Becky 
is a performer and teaching artist in the 
Greater Milwaukee area. She has worked 
with Milwaukee Opera Theatre, The Con-
structivists, Schmitz & Giggles and more. 
Endless thanks to her family and friends for 
their unconditional love and support! 

Candace Decker (Widow Corney/Ensemble) 
is ecstatic to be making her debut at 
Skylight Music Theatre. Favorite roles 
include Dolly Levi in Hello Dolly! and Mar-
mee in Little Women The Musical at Forte 
Theatre Company. She is a Chicago After 
Dark Award winner for Best Actress as Alma 
in The Christmas Schooner at Bailiwick 
Repertory Theatre, a Midwest Individual 
Artist grantee, and a NY Cabaret Sympo-
sium Fellow. Thank you, Susan Westfall and 
Steven Decker for your love and support. 

Randall Dodge* (Fagin) was last seen at 
Skylight as Judge Turpin in Sweeney Todd! 
He has performed and directed throughout 
the country. Favorite acting credits include: 
Frollo The Hunchback of Notre Dame, 
Javert Les Miserable, Billy Flynn Chicago, 
Emile De Becque South Pacific, Captain 
Hook Peter Pan, Carl Magnus A Little Night 
Music, Grinch How the Grinch Stole Christ-
mas, and the Cowardly Lion The Wizard of 
Oz. He is also the Founding Artistic Director 
for Forte Theatre Company. 

Paula Garcia (Mrs. Bedwin/Old Sally/En-
semble) is excited to be back at Skylight, 
with previous credits of The Sound of Music, 
HMS Pinafore, Sweeney Todd and others. 
Favorites elsewhere include Mother Supe-
rior in Sister Act and Marge in Bridges of 
Madison County at Waukesha Civic, Ma in 
Torch Song with Theatrical Tendencies, Ida 
in The Cemetery Club at Sunset Playhouse, 
and Marmee in Little Women at Lake 
Country Playhouse. She has also appeared 
in MCT’s Young Playwright’s Festival and 
Br!nk Briefs with Renaissance Theaterworks.

Jared Brandt Hoover (Bill Sikes/Ensemble) 
is honored to be brought back for Sky-
light’s 65th season. He made his Skylight 
debut last season as Judson in From Here 
To Eternity, and most recently appeared 
in Waitress as Earl. He is so honored to be 
back for his 3rd production at Skylight. 
Jared moved to Milwaukee in 2021 for the 
Milwaukee Rep Residency program, he has 
also been seen in Milwaukee at the Mil-
waukee Rep, Vanguard Productions, and 
Renaissance Theaterworks. Jared would 
like to thank Michael, Susan, and the cast 
for their endless amount of collaboration 
and support as he worked on being the 
“resident bad guy” for this production and 
the last two. He would like to thank Mom, 
Dad, Ethan, Conor, Aunt Vicki, Mimi, and 
Papaw for their support in making his life 
passion possible. @jared_hoover

Nathan Marinan (Mr. Sowerberry/Ensem-
ble) Regional: Dave Bukatinsky in The Full 
Monty, Lady Augusta Bracknell in Being 
Earnest, Ensemble/Quasimodo Under-
study in Dennis DeYoung’s The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame, Billy Boy Bill in Urinetown, 
Bamatabois/Joly in Les Misérables, and 
Princeton/Rod Understudy in Avenue Q 
with Skylight Music Theatre. Additional 
appearances with In Tandem Theatre (The 
Fabulous Lipitones, Carnival, Scrooge In 
Rouge, and Earnest In Love), Boulevard 
Theatre (Mothers and Sons), Theatrical 
Tendencies, and Sunset Playhouse. For Joel 
and the guys. www.NathanMarinan.com 

Connor Nekich (Noah Claypole/Ensemble) 
a recent graduate of UW-Milwaukee’s Peck 
School of the Arts, Connor Nekich is an 
up-and-coming actor in Milwaukee. He has 
spent this past year understudying as Ger-
ald in Elephant and Piggie at First Stage 
Children’s Theater and as Scratch and Cud-
dy in Witch at Renaissance Theaterworks. 
He was also delighted to perform as Finn 
in a staged reading of Black Bear Island at 
Br!nk Theater Festival.  



22 Skylight Music Theatre

BIOS CONTINUED

Rick Richter (Mr. Brownlow/Ensemble) is 
very happy to be working here again at his 
favorite theatre Skylight on such a beloved 
show with an extremely talented cast and 
crew! His previous roles here have been: 
Danny in XANADU, Colonel Pickering in My 
Fair Lady & Professor Marvel/Wizard in The 
Wizard of Oz. A few of his other favorite roles 
in the area have been: Tevye in Fiddler on the 
Roof, King Arthur in Camelot, Gaston in Beau-
ty & the Beast and Scrooge in A Christmas 
Carol. Follow Rick at www.rick-richter.com 

Hope Riesterer (Bet/Ensemble) is a grad-
uate of the UW-Milwaukee, with a BFA in 
Musical Theater and a Dance Minor. Recent 
performance credits: Thea in Spring Awak-
ening, Sophie Sheridan in MAMMA MIA!, 
Amber Von Tussle in Hairspray, and the Kids 
from Wisconsin tour for four seasons! Hope 
also has a passion for choreographing and 
teaching and is a recent recipient for “Out-
standing Choreography” from the Overture 
Center of the Arts Jerry Awards.

Rachel Schoenecker (Nancy) is a Wiscon-
sin-raised, NYC-based actress making 
her Skylight debut. Select previous credits 
include Rent (Maureen), Spring Awakening 
(Wendla), The Little Mermaid (Ariel), and 
Grease (Marty). She is a recent Oklahoma 
City University music theatre graduate, 
and offers her endless thanks to family and 
friends always. @rchlschoenecker

Samantha Sostarich (Mrs. Sowerberry/
Ensemble) [she/her] is thrilled to be back at 
Skylight Music Theatre after spending the fall 
with Children’s Theater of Madison in Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid.  National Tour: Emojiland the 
Musical. Regional: The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee (Rona Lisa Peretti), Hair-
spray (Velma Von Tussle), Annie (Lily St. Regis), 
Boeing Boeing (Gretchen), Spamalot (Lady 
of the Lake), Matilda (Mrs. Wormwood), 
Fortuna the Timebender vs. The School Girls 
of Doom (Fortuna), The Taming (Katherine), 
and Who’s Holiday! (Cindy Lou).  
samanthasostarich.com 

D Eric Woolweber (Dr. Grimwig/Ensemble) 
A native of SE Wisconsin, D Eric has per-
formed globally aboard Crystal Cruises; in 
the Chicago area with Bailiwick Arts Cen-
ter, Theo Ubique Cabaret Theater, Theatre 
at the Center, and Music Theater Works; in 
Branson with Dolly Parton’s Stampede, Sil-
ver Dollar City, and the Clay Cooper The-
atre; in the Milwaukee/Madison area with 
MKE Rep, First Stage, Forward Theater Co, 
Renaissance Theatreworks and is honored 
to once again appear with Skylight Music 
Theatre.  143 mum and Gale

PICCADILLY CAST

Bristol Beasley (Ensemble) is very excited 
to be performing in Oliver! Previously, she 
played the role of Sophie in School of Rock at 
Skylight Music Theatre and was a part of the 
Holiday Cast in A Jolly Holiday: Celebrating 
Disney’s Broadway Hits also at Skylight. She 
has performed in Beauty & the Beast Jr. and 
Moana Jr. with Shallece Saleen Studio-Fine 
Arts Academy; Willy Wonka Jr., Matilda Jr. 
and The Lion King Jr. at Muskego Lakes 
Middle School. Bristol loves acting, singing, 
dancing, baking, and horseback riding.  She 
hopes you enjoy the show! 

Steven Gayfield (Ensemble) is excited 
to make his Skylight debut!  He is a 5th 
grader at Lumen Christi Catholic School. 
He performed in Annie Jr. the Musical 
with MTRD.  Steven loves to sing, play 
the piano and guitar. Steven cantors at 
church as well as sings in the choir.  In his 
spare time, he enjoys playing football, 
video games, and hanging around with 
friends. Steven sends thanks to his family 
and friends for their support. 

Ira Kindkeppel-Longden (Ensemble) is 
thrilled to be a part of Skylight’s Oliver!  
Some favorite past roles: Willy Wonka in 
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory 
(Creator Collaborative), Ryan Evans in High 
School Musical (Creator Collaborative), 
and Matthew Cratchett in A Christmas 
Carol (The Milwaukee Rep).  Ira also enjoys 
writing, building Legos, and drawing.  A 
big thank you to all who have helped him 
develop as a performer and person and to 
his family for being his biggest fans. 

Gus Kolbe (Oliver) is a 7th grader at 
Pilgrim Park Middle School in Elm Grove. 
He is excited to make his Skylight debut! 
Gus has enjoyed acting since his first 
school musical at Tonawanda Elementary 
School. Since then, he has been hooked. 
When Gus isn’t acting, he is playing vol-
leyball, doing school clubs, or finding new 
things to keep himself entertained. In 
2023, he was Charlie in The Best Christ-
mas Pageant Ever at Sunset Playhouse. 

Ainsley Kosek (Ensemble) is excited to 
be making her acting debut! She is 8yrs 
old and enjoys being on the swim team 
and playing the alto saxophone. She 

YOUTH PERFORMERS
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is looking forward to her first theater 
experience and is happy to be sharing 
the stage with her sister. She loves to 
sing and dance and hopes to be part of 
many more shows in the future. 

Emilia Kosek (Ensemble) is thrilled to be 
back on the Cabot Theater stage for her 
second time, making this her 9th theatre 
production. She is 11yrs old and enjoys play-
ing volleyball and playing flute in her school’s 
band. A few of her favorite roles were: 
Summer Hathaway in School of Rock at 
Skylight Music Theatre, Chip in Beauty and 
the Beast and Little Anastasia in Anastasia 
with WAWM Theater. She is looking forward 
to being in her first show with her sister and 
hopes to have a long future in acting. 

Jenna Krysiak (Artful Dodger) is thrilled 
to “consider herself at home” with Skylight 
Music Theatre as Artful Dodger. Other 
credits: Patty Farrell in Diary Of A Wimpy 
Kid The Musical with First Stage, LeFou in 
Beauty And The Beast Jr. and Flounder 
in The Little Mermaid Jr. with SMYT, and 
many more. She is also part of AMT3 with 
First Stage. Offstage, she loves playing 
basketball and baking. Special shoutout to 
her family, especially Kylie Radulovich. 

Maia Scherman (Ensemble) is 15 and goes 
to University School of Milwaukee. She has 
recently been in The Amazing Lemonade 
Girl (Alex) and The Best Christmas Pageant 
Ever (Beth Bradley) at First Stage, as well 
as her school’s production of The Little 
Mermaid (Ariel). Maia loves to read, write, 
sing, dance, and play tennis. She is so 
excited to be a part of her first Skylight 
production and she hopes you enjoy it! 

Brooklynn “Brooke” Smith (Charley Bates) 
is an actress who has participated in over 
30 performances in her short career.  Her 
long-term aspirations are to attend The 
Juilliard School in New York. Her hobbies 
include reading, violin and piano. Although 
she is shy when meeting new people, at 
home Brooklynn sings more than she talks! 

Stevie Marie Smith (Ensemble) is a 
current fifth grader at Glen Hills Middle 
School.  She loves singing, drawing, sax-
ophone, crafting, and acting. Stevie has 
always had career aspirations of becom-
ing an engineer; however, she has most 
recently discovered a passion for helping 
her neurodivergent friends. 

Elias Totleben (Ensemble) [he/him] is 
thankful and honored to be back on the 
Skylight stage! He was last seen here as Zack 

in School of Rock and has also appeared in 
productions at First Stage Milwaukee, Lyric 
Opera of Chicago, Paramount Theatre Au-
rora, and Mercury Theater Chicago. Elias is a 
songwriter-guitarist who is currently record-
ing his first album. He turns 13 in December 
and is a home-schooled seventh grader. 
Thanks friends and family, and Hi Julian! 

Jillian Vogedes (Nipper) is thrilled to be 
returning to the Skylight Music Theater! 
Some of her favorite roles include: Student 
Ensemble & Summer Hathaway (under-
study) in School of Rock: The Musical at 
Skylight Music Theatre; Olive Biddle in 
Pete the Cat and the Ice Cream Penguin in 
Elephant & Piggie at First Stage. Outside 
of theater, Jillian enjoys geocaching and 
reading books by Judy Blume. She is a 5th 
grader at Downtown Montessori Academy. 

TRAFALGAR CAST

Jozef Baudo (Ensemble) is a 6th grader 
at Glen Hills Middle School. He is beyond 
thrilled to be making his debut performance 
at Skylight Music Theatre! Theatre experi-
ence includes participating in the KidsWrites 
summer program where he played Captain 
Cool Guy in The Blueberries of Wrath and 
taking class at First Stage Academy! He’s 
grateful to his family for their support, in-
cluding his doggos Sunshine and Gary. 

Finley Brown (Nipper) is so excited to play 
the mischievous Nipper in her first Skylight 
Music Theatre production. She is a 3rd 
grader at Maryland Avenue Montessori who 
loves to sing, dance, play violin (on roller-
blades!), and host movie nights with friends. 
Finley would like to thank her family, teach-
ers, and friends for their support, and she 
wishes everyone a wonderful holiday season. 

Malia Brunner (Ensemble) is thrilled to be 
returning to Skylight Music Theatre after ap-
pearing as Lauren the piano player in School 
of Rock.  Malia has a passion for singing and 
dancing, especially when it involves being on 
stage with her theater buddies. When not on 
stage, Malia can be found bumping the vol-
leyball with her teammates, racing between 
the gates on the ski hill, and running on the 
trails with her cross-country team.  Any time 
she gets to hang out with friends and family 
is a good day!
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Jeremiah Cooper (Ensemble) is an 8th 
grader at River Trail School of Agricultural 
Sciences. He likes to play piano, watch tv, 
and read. Oliver! will be his second show 
for Skylight but his third show in general. 
He was Pinocchio in Shrek the Musical Jr. 
At Whitnall Middle School, and James in 
School of Rock at Skylight Music Theatre. 
His hobby is listening to music. In sum-
mary, Jeremiah cannot wait to consider 
himself one of you. 

Emery Domer (Ensemble) is thrilled to 
make her debut with Skylight Music 
Theatre in Oliver! Emery is a freshman at 
University School of Milwaukee; her favorite 
school roles to date include James in 
James and the Giant Peach, Sebastian in 
The Little Mermaid and The Witch in Into 
the Woods. In her spare time, she danc-
es with the company team for Bella Via 
Dance Studio, runs cross country, and takes 
voice lessons with Claudia Johnson.  Emery 
would like to thank her mom, dad, and 
sister, Willa, for their love and support. 

Harper Fornstedt (Artful Dodger) is in 8th 
grade at Golda Meir Middle School. Her 
hobbies include badminton, volleyball, 
oboe, writing, and reading. She is also a 
member of Young Company at First Stage. 
This is Harper’s first show with Skylight 
Music Theatre. A few past credits include: 
Greg Heffley in Diary of A Wimpy Kid: The 
Musical at First Stage, Old Crow/Troll in 
The Snow Queen, and Ulysses in Flora and 
Ulysses at Milwaukee Youth Theatre. 

Mac Heinrich (Oliver) [hey/they] is a sixth 
grader at Milwaukee Parkside School. He 
made his Skylight debut as an ensemble 
member and Freddy understudy in School of 
Rock and is excited to return as Oliver! Mac 
studies voice with Jackey Boelkow and also 
enjoys playing drums and skateboarding. 

Grace Hennen (Ensemble) is beyond 
thrilled to be performing in her first 
production! She is a second grader at 
Elmwood Elementary in New Berlin and 
already loves being on stage. Her extra-
curricular activities include performing 
with Character Kids and Irish dancing with 
the Glencastle Irish Dancers. In her free 
time you can find her snuggling one of her 
many dogs and cats or singing along to 
her favorite musicals. 

Shaun Martin (Ensemble) is in the sixth 
grade, and he loves music. He is very 
proud and excited to join Skylight Music 
Theatre for his first professional theater 
production. He also enjoys playing basket-

ball and video games. Shaun would like to 
thank his family for their love and support. 

MacKenzie Rise Roberson (Ensemble) 
after appearing in many Poplar Creek 
Church productions, and The Wizard of 
Oz with Children’s Theatre of Wauwatosa, 
MacKenzie is thrilled to be making her Sky-
light debut in !  MacKenzie is in 6th grade 
and a cheerleader at her middle school.  
She loves singing, dancing, and trying new 
things. She would like to thank her family, 
especially her twin Maddie for encourage-
ment. She dedicates her performance to 
her grandma, and Whitney, her mom, who 
always inspire her.   

Grayson Scott (Charley Bates) is abso-
lutely exhilarated to be making their Sky-
light debut in Oliver! Grayson is a fresh-
man at Whitefish Bay High School and 
they are an enthusiastic actor. Grayson 
has most recently been Chris in Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid: The Musical at First Stage 
and Rudolpho in Matilda with Drama Jr. 
along with being in Young Company at 
First Stage. When not on stage, Grayson 
enjoys rock climbing, playing with their 
bulldog, and choreographing dances. 

Ellory Woodford (Ensemble) is grateful to 
once again consider herself at home at Sky-
light!  Ellory’s favorite roles have been Olaf 
in Frozen Jr., Madison in School of Rock, 
playing Lavender and Bruce in separate 
productions of Matilda, and Gladys in The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever.  When not 
on stage, Ellory enjoys singing, biking, and 
gymnastics. She would like to thank both 
the casts for such a fabulous experience 
and hopes that everyone enjoys the show! 
 

 

Michael Unger** (Director/Artistic Di-
rector) For Skylight, Michael has directed 
Dennis DeYoung’s The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame (nine BroadwayWorld Awards – 
including Best Director and Best Musi-
cal), the Deaf and Hearing production of 
Spring Awakening, School of Rock, Noises 
Off, Little Shop of Horrors, A Jolly Holi-
day: Celebrating Disney’s Broadway Hits, 
as well as Me, Myself and I for Skylight’s 
Education program. Amongst many virtual 
offerings, he directed Skylight’s Broad-
wayWorld Award-winning Being Earnest, 
now available worldwide online. He was 
previously the Associate Artistic Director 

CREATIVE TEAM
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of Off-Broadway’s York Theatre; credits 
there included You’re A Good Man Charlie 
Brown and Big. For nine years, he was the 
Producing Artistic Director of NewArts, 
started with a local father in response to 
the Sandy Hook Elementary School trag-
edy; directing 17 productions working with 
over 650 area-children. Other selected 
directing credits include A Christmas Carol 
(McCarter Theatre for 18 years), Two Point 
Oh (NY Times Critics’ Pick), Time Stands Still 
(Cape Cod Chronicle Best 2015), My Sister 
in This House (Deaf West, Ovation Rec-
ommended), and new versions of Kander 
and Ebb’s The Happy Time and The Rink. 
World premieres include The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee, Caligula, 
and A ROCKIN’ Midsummer Night’s Dream 
(featured in the award-winning documen-
tary film “Midsummer in Newtown”). He has 
directed 14 operas plus benefit concerts 
honoring Susan Stroman, André DeShields, 
Maltby and Shire, and Leslie Uggams, as 
well as for the communities of Sandy Hook, 
CT and Parkland, FL.  
 
Stephanie Staszak (Choreographer) 
This is Stephanie’s sixteenth production 
with Skylight, second as choreographer. 
Oliver! made her fall in love with musical 
theatre as a freshman in high school and 
she’s choreographed it twice since, so she 
considers herself very much at home with 
this production. Stephanie has won three 
Tommy Awards for her choreography. As 
a performer, she was recently seen on 
this stage as Rosalie Mullins in School of 
Rock and Donna Marsala in Tony n’ Tina’s 
Wedding. She looks forward to upcoming 
productions on the Cabot stage! 

David Bonofiglio (Music Director) holds a 
BFA in piano performance from Cardinal 
Stritch University. Selected credits as 
musical director: Xanadu, School of Rock, 
Evita, Mamma Mia!, The Full Monty, Little 
Shop of Horrors, The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee, and Oklahoma! for 
Skylight Music Theatre; Little By Little, 
Scrooge In Rouge, A Cudahy Caroler 
Christmas, and Jesus Christ Superstar for 
In Tandem Theatre; Sunday In The Park 
With George for Windfall Theatre. As as-
sistant musical director: A Christmas Carol 
for Milwaukee Repertory Theatre.

Jayne Regan Pink (Dialect Coach) serves 
as the Artistic Associate at Renaissance 
Theaterworks. Born in London, Jayne 
studied at the Royal Ballet School. Hailed 
as one of the finest dramatic dancers of 
her generation. Since 2000 she has acted 
as repititeur and coached internationally. 

She has also worked as a choreographer, 
and movement director, and dialect coach. 
Her local credits include: Happy Days, 
Neat, Witch, The Wolves, The Moors (RTW); 
Matilda, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Elephant 
and Piggie, Robin Hood, Urinetown (First 
Stage Children’s Theater); Happy Now, The 
Norman Conquests,  A Christmas Carol 
(Milwaukee Rep). Upcoming: Frankenstein, 
Skylight Music Theatre, and Circle Mirror 
Transformation, Next Act Theatre.

Daniel J. Hanson* (Production Stage 
Manager) is an Equity Stage Manager 
based in Chicago. Some previous Skylight 
credits: Oklahoma!, Newsies, Kiss Me Kate, 
Hairspray, Annie, Sweeney Todd, Urinetown, 
Tosca, Violet, La Cage aux Folles, Carmina 
Burana. Other select credits: Jersey Boys, 
Young Frankenstein, Rock of Ages, Big 
River, Sister Act (Mercury Theater Chicago); 
The Sound of Music, Into the Woods (Par-
amount Theatre); Guys on Ice (Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater). Dan received his M.F.A. 
in stage management from the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City. 

Jordan Ilyssa Angelo (Resident Assistant-
Stage Manager) is thrilled to be a part
of this incredible musical, making it her
17th show with Skylight! Originally from
Rhode Island, Jordan relocated to Milwau-
kee to pursue her love of theatre. Skylight
favorites include Waitress, From Here to 
Eternity, SuperYou, and Dennis DeYoung’s 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame. Select 
Rhode Island credits: 42nd Street, The 
Sound of Music (Theatre By The Sea), and 
The Secret Garden (Epic Theatre Company). 
Much love to her family, 3 kitties, and Steve.

Mallory Topel (Assistant Stage Manager) 
is excited to join Skylight Music Theatre for 
Oliver! A Wisconsin native, she graduated 
from Viterbo University in 2021. Favorite 
credits include Next to Normal, A Christ-
mas Carol, Hunchback of Notre Dame, 
Million Dollar Quartet (Greenbrier Valley 
Theatre), and productions with Portland 
Stage Company and Portland Theater 
Festival. Mallory also works as a virtual 
assistant and marketing operations for 
her family’s business. She’s grateful for her 
family’s continued support! 

Jonathan Berg-Einhorn (Set Design-
er) [he/him] is a Chicago based scenic 
designer. Favorite design credits include 
Hand to God (Paramount Theatre); 
Priscilla, Queen of the Desert (Mercury 
Theater); The Reclamation of Madison 
Hemmings (American Blues Theater); The 
Spongebob Musical (Kokandy Produc-
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tions); Hedwig and the Angry Inch (Haven 
Theatre); The Producers (Music Theater 
Works); Picasso at the Lapin Agile, The 
Christians (Citadel); Associate designer 
for Ernest Shackleton Loves Me (Porch-
light); Babel, Isaac’s Eye (Jeff nominated, 
Redtwist). Jonathanbergeinhorn.com. 

Michelle Terese Grimm (Costume Designer)
is thrilled to be back in her hometown 
working on this production after spend-
ing fourteen years in the Seattle area. In 
Seattle, Michelle worked at a variety of 
places including the 5th Avenue Theatre, 
Pacific Northwest Ballet, Seattle Opera, 
Village Theatre, and Cornish College of 
the Arts.  Michelle has a B.A. in Theatre 
Arts from Marquette University where 
she currently works in the costume shop, 
and an M.F.A. in Costume Design and 
Tech from Northern Illinois University.

Smooch Medina (Lighting & Projections De-
signer) is thrilled to be working with a won-
derful team of artists on Oliver! Smooch 
is a Chicago area designer whose other 
show credits include Projection Design for 
Cabaret, Rent, Ernest Shackleton Loves 
Me - Jeff Nominated (Porchlight Music 
Theatre) Sheep Dog, London Road (Shat-
tered Globe), The Watsons Go to Birming-
ham (Chicago Children’s Theatre), Alice in 
Wonderland (Governors State University) 
A Swell in the Ground, Pilgrims, and A Life 
Extra Ordinary (The Gift Theatre), Women 
in Jeopardy, Silent Sky (First Folio), Saturn 
Returns (Neo-Futurists), Estrella Cruz 
[The Junkyard Queen] (Halcyon Theatre), 
The White Road - Jeff Nominated (Irish 
Theatre of Chicago), Tightwire (Chicago 
Tap Theatre). He currently is the Technical 
Supervisor at Hemmens Cultural Center 
as well as the City of Elgin Special Events 
Dept. Smooch holds a BFA in Lighting De-
sign from Columbia College Chicago. See 
his work at Smoochdesign.com

John Tanner Monagle (Sound Designer) is 
a composer, recording engineer, and sound 
designer. His experience covers a broad 
range of work in scoring, arranging, record-
ing, and music composition for television, 
documentaries, radio, industrial video, and 
theatre. His original music has won numer-
ous awards, including Golden Reel Awards; 
Telly Awards; national American Advertising 
Federation Awards, and Silver Microphone 
Awards. John has garnered Gold and Plati-
num sales certifications for his album engi-
neering work. johnt@tannermonagle.com

Amaya Rockett (Props Supervisor) is 
excited to be working on Skylight’s pro-
duction of Oliver! She has been involved 
in Milwaukee theatre for almost 5 years. 
Previously set designing shows such as 
The Forgotten Girl (First Stage), AIDA 
(Waukesha Civic Theatre) and Zuri’s 
Crown (Bronzeville Arts Ensemble). Her 
previous Properties work includes Black 
Arts MKE’s Mudrow, and UW-Milwaukee’s 
Piggsville and Into The Woods. 

Terry Harper (Director of Production and 
Facilities) is originally from Houston Texas 
where he began his career as a Rock and 
Roll Lighting Designer, a Musical Theater 
Sound Engineer, and an Opera Technical 
Director. Opera has taken up most of his 
time working for Texas Opera Theater, 
Central City Opera, Opera Omaha, Vancou-
ver Opera, The Atlanta Opera, and most 
recently Houston Grand Opera. Terry spent 
5 years on the road touring the world with 
magician David Copperfield. He also helped 
take Mr. Copperfield’s show to Broadway for 
a limited, record breaking run.

Joseph Piirto (Interim Director of Produc-
tion) started in theatre at UW-Parkside 
in Kenosha. Joe has been a Technical Di-
rector for many theatres over the last 20 
years including the San Francisco Opera’s 
Merola program, The Boston Children’s 
Theatre, and Ballet Arizona. Joe owns 
his own production company in Racine, 
“The Scene Shop.” Joe was the Technical 
Director here last season and was happy 
to come back this season as the Interim 
Director of Production and facilities. 

Susan Varela (Executive Director) 
Originally from Milwaukee and a gradu-
ate of UW-Stevens Point, her professional 
career as a performer landed her in New 
York City for 20 years. She performed on 
Broadway in Les Misérables and at Radio 
City Music Hall in The Music of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber. Other notable performanc-
es include Jo March in Little Women: The 
Musical; Grizabella in Cats and Eva Peron 
in Evita. Susan performed in world pre-
mieres at both the Denver Center Theater 
(for their Tony-award winning season) 
and the Yale Repertory Theater. Before 
joining the Skylight staff, she appeared 
on the Cabot stage in Sweeney Todd, Into 
the Woods, The Wizard of Oz, and Les 
Misérables. Susan has produced, directed, 
performed and written for the stage and 
television alongside her husband, actor 
Andrew Varela. Susan currently serves on 
the board of directors for Brew City Opera 
and The Historic Third Ward Association. 
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SKYLIGHT MUSIC THEATRE 
CIRCLE OF DONORS

RICHARDSON CIRCLE
$400,000 and above 
United Performing Arts Fund

BENEFACTOR CIRCLE
$25,000-399,999 
Anonymous
The Lynde & Harry Bradley Foundation 
Four-Four Foundation, Inc.
Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Heartaches Limited
Richard & Ethel Herzfeld Foundation 
JJF Management Services Inc.
George H. and Virgilee F. Krueck Fund 
   at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Jan Serr & John Shannon
The Estate of Donald Whitaker
We Energies Foundation

STAR CIRCLE
$10,000-24,999
Bob Balderson
Barb & Mark Bolens
KAY CEE Charitable Trust
Howard & Sara Miller
Quarles & Brady LLP
Valerie Johnson
Moira J. Kelly
Irene Pilugin Skipper & Walt Skipper
The Shubert Foundation, Inc.
Vicki Reiss
Wisconsin Arts Board
Wispact Foundation
Liz Levins & Herb Zien

SPONSOR CIRCLE
$5,000-9,999 
Anonymous
Bonnie & Barry Behnken Family 
   Charitable Fund
Barbara Brumder Buzard Fund
   at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Roger Dickson and Linda Cesario

Ken Dortzbach & Jennie Kent
T. Arthur & Rhonda Downey
Caroline Draves Fund 
   at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Laura & John Emory, Jr.
Alec and Kristin Fraser
Ralph G. Gorenstein Charitable Foundation
Sandy & William Haack
David & Judith Hecker
Margaret Heminway Wells Fund at   
   the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Greg and Kristen Hobbs
Patricia Ray Howell Fund
   at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Judy & Gary Jorgensen
Lindsey & Kyle Kopps
Justine Leonard Charitable Fund
Maihaugen Foundation
Mary McNulty
Milwaukee Arts Board
Asher & Susan Nichols Family Fund 
   at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation 
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
Jane Bradley Pettit Foundation
Marcia JS Richards
Blaine & Linda Rieke
Margaret Rosko
Bert L. & Patricia S. Steigleder 
   Charitable Trust
Stollenwerk Family Charitable Foundation
Gloria Tracy
Maxine and David Unger Family Fund
The Valentine Fund 
   of the Cream City Foundation
William Wightman & Beatrice Jones Winkler Fund 
   at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Richard and Kay Yuspeth

PRODUCER CIRCLE
$2,500-4,999
Anonymous
Baird Asset Management
F. Tessa & Richard Bartels

Skylight gratefully acknowledges the following individuals, foundations, 
organizations, businesses, and government groups who provided generous 

support within the last year. Each helped Skylight to deliver exceptional 
music theatre productions and arts education programs for the benefit of 
the greater Milwaukee community. Unfortunately, there was not space to 

recognize donors under $250 whose gifts have also contributed to Skylight’s 
success. Please refer to our website for a complete list of donors.

Thank You To Our Donors!
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SKYLIGHT MUSIC THEATRE 
CIRCLE OF DONORS

PRODUCER CIRCLE (cont)
$2,500-4,999 
Chris Behling
Laura Mikeworth & Jeffrey Bono
Dr. Carl W Eberbach & Elisabeth Falk
   Eberbach Fund at the Greater
   Milwaukee Foundation
Gerald & Sue Falci
Mary Lou Findley
Moira Fitzgerald & Peter Kammer
Judy & David Hecker
Judy & Gary Jorgensen
Kristie & Terrance Kurtenbach
Pat Lombardo
L.B. & J.K. 
Sally Long & Franklin Loo
Tonya & Mike Lueder 
Luedke-Smith Fund 
   at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
KeleMarie Lyons
Dawne and Ray Manista
Mensa Foundation
Patrick Mutsune
Tim Mikeworth
Mary Norton
M Kathleen Ronan Estate
Sikich LLP
Liz Tannebaum
Michael Unger
Andrew and Susan Varela
Sue E. Wells

DIRECTOR CIRCLE
$1,000 -2,499
George Banda
Lois Bernard
Carolee Beutler
Lawrence Bialcik
Mark & Karen Bitzan
Charles Bley
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Boles
Mr. & Ms. Michael Bula
Shirley E. Butzin Charitable Fund
Briggs & Stratton Corporation Foundation
John & Susan Brown
Elizabeth & Brian J. Casey
John Cegielski
Margaret & B. Lauren Charous
Jane & William Crise
Karen & Jim D ’Ambrisi
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation
Drs. Karin & Peter Drescher

Steve & Buffy Duback
Heather & Brian Dunn
Mary & John Emory
Giacomo Fallucca
Mary Lou Findley
Foley & Lardner LLP
Tim & Sue Frautschi
Robert Gardenier and Lori Morse
Virginia & Mark Gennis
Gottlob Armbrust Family Fund
Joe and Gwenn Graboyes
William Stark Jones Foundation
W.A. Hamwright Jr.
Arlene Hansen
Leila & Joseph Hanson
Cheryl & Roy Hauswirth
Christine & John Hojnacki
Maja Jurisic & Don Fraker
Michael & Maureen Klein
Eileen Kamerick
Susan & Donald Kerber
Linda & William Koenig
Pam Kriger Donor Advised Fund
   of the JFC of the MKE Jewish Federation
Sandra Laedtke
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Matusinec
Lee Marquardt
Mr. & Ms. Guy D. McDonald
Anne & Tom Metcalfe Family Fund
Michael Best & Friedrich LLP
Christine Mortensen
Denis Murray
Laurie Ocepek
Jane O ’Connell
Larry and Bonnie Paplham
Clare M. Peters Charitable Trust
John Peters
Candy & Bruce Pindyck
Melanie & Frank Popa
Robert W. Baird & Co., Inc.
Robert W. Baird Foundation
Ryan Rosmann
Patricia & Charles Roy
Carol & Kevin Schuele
Joanne & Vincent Shiely
Tom Schrader
Karen Sostarich
Audrey J. Strnad
Gregg Sustache
Joy Towell
US Bank Foundation
Vasques Family Foundation
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SKYLIGHT MUSIC THEATRE 
CIRCLE OF DONORS

DIRECTOR CIRCLE (cont)
$1,000 -2,499
Cheryl & David Walker
Bill & Gwen Werner Fund
   at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Lee Wolcott
Diane & Dick Wright
Leslie Hauser & Karl Wuesthoff
Joan and Robert Ziegler
Joseph & Maryann Zompa

DESIGNER CIRCLE
$500 - 999
Marc and Marta Bianchini
Larry Bonney
Monica Brammer
Rick J. Brewer
Burns Schrader Fund 
   at the Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Allen Cain
Glenn Cain
C3 Designs
Dominique Delugeau
Janet Dunst
Mary Gingrass
Peggy Knaapen
Fancy Pants Pet Salon
Gerald & Patricia Freitag
Rocio & Joe Froehlich
Beth Gerlach
Loyal D. Grinker
Margarete & David Harvey
Ellen Hing & Christopher Leadley
Harold Horneffer
Ironwood Family Fund
Nancy Jacobs
Johnson Controls Foundation
Diane & Richard Kane
Judith & William Kay
Sandra & Dale Landgren
Barbara Jean Lee
Lois Malawsky
Mary Louise & Steven Marinkovich
Michele Marsh
Lori Miller
Michelle & Michael Nast
Jean Novy
Jane O’Connell
Monica Orr
Barbara Peters
Patricia Struna
Valerio Dewalt Train Assoc.

Marilyn White
Kathleen & Donald Wilson

CHOREOGRAPHER CIRCLE
$250-499
Anonymous
Patsy & Richard Aster
Shannon and Nathan Bernstein
Francis and Pat Bock
Jill Broekhuizen
Jan & Dan Brophey
Sally & Ian Bund
Gabriel and Mary Ceci
Valerie Chamberlain
Catherine & Mario Costantini
Moira Conzelman
Nancy & Michael Dunham
SaraLynn Evenson and Derek Peruo
Foster Family Foundation
Stanley & Janet Fox
Elizabeth Garibaldi
Candace Hoffman & David Gaura
Margaret Hader
Marcia Brooks & Edward Hammond
Judith & John Hartl
Maryeve & Rob Heath
Susan Heymann
Kathleen and John Hickey
Matt Honigman
Ron Jacquart
Jacqueline & Jeffrey Jahnke
Pauline & Thomas Jeffers Charitable Fund
Pat & Ron Jodat
Darnelle Kaishian
Colleen Lese & Thomas Karakis
Patricia & Robert Kraft 
Mr. Kenneth C. Krei
Bernard & Judith Kristal
Charlotte Schall-Krokosky & Henry Krokosky
Ann Krueger
Jeanne Kuelthau
Alice Kuramoto
Todd & Ruth Laszewski
David Lee
Peter Lovance
Melissa & Chris Marschka
Bill & Maureen Michaels
Debbie Prater Mitchelson & Mark Mitchelson
Michael Moorhead
Jack & Lucia Flynn at the Murtaugh Fund
Janet & David Olsen
Tracey Olson
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SKYLIGHT MUSIC THEATRE 
CIRCLE OF DONORS

CHOREOGRAPHER CIRCLE (cont)
$250-499 
Molly Perillo
Cecilia Taylor & Fred Pike
Michael Schall
Joseph Silvers & Amy Rabideau Silvers
James Moore & Paul Stabell
George & Eileen Stone
David Svejda
Tom & Michele Tiffany
Francesca Mayca Wegner
Dennis and Kathleen Wicht
Adam & Lee-Ann Wiensch
Katrene Zelenovskiy 

TRIBUTE GIFTS
In Honor of Hanna Buchler & Dan Janssen
   Lee Calvey 
In Honor Barbara Bolens
   Steven and Buffy Duback
In Memory of Karen Finerty 
   Theresa Tuttle and Michael Murphy
In Memory of Katie Gingrass
   Christine and Steven Anderson
   Diane and David Buck
   David and Terry Gingrass
   Mary Gingrass
   Ruedi and Julie Gingrass
   Elaine and Randall Hoth
   Valerio Dewalt Train and Assoc
In Memory of Stella Maria Hartel
   Carolyn Averill
   Laura & Tim Barron-Weiss
   Michelle Hartel
   Martha & Jeff Prideaux
In Memory of James Yuen
   Joan Yuen

IN-KIND DONORS
American Players Theatre
Baird Asset Management
Ben & Jerry’s MKE
Benson’s Restaurant Group
David Bonofiglio
C3 Designs
Club Charlie’s
Roger Dickson and Linda Cesario
Discovery World
Door Shakespeare
Fancy Pants Pet Salon
Freese’s Candy Shoppe
Ken Dortzbach & Jennie Kent

Greenfield High School
Julia Grey
Susan Heymann
Kimpton Journeyman Hotel
Valerie Johnson
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts
Milwaukee Art Museum
Milwaukee Balloon Company
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre
Milwaukee Public Museum
Debbie Prater Mitchelson & Mark Mitchelson
Next Act Theatre
Noble Catering
Northern Sky Theatre
Onesto
James Ortiz
Peninsula Players
Punch PR
Saint Kate Arts Hotel
Savaglia Financial Advisors
Shake Shack 
Walt Skipper & Irene Pilugin Skipper
Thief Wine Shop & Bar
Third Avenue Playworks
Michael Unger
Susan & Andrew Varela
Meghan & Nick West

Matching Gift Organizations
Cybergrants
Dominion Energy
Fidelity Charitable
State Farm Companies Foundation
We Energies Foundation

 Donors listed reflect gifts made between 
July 1, 2023 and October 31, 2024. 

We make every effort to ensure that Skylight 
donors are recognized appropriately. 

If we have made an error, please accept
our sincere apologies and contact our 
Development Office at 414.299.4974 

with any correction.

Many thanks to our community partners 
Visit Milwaukee and the 

Historic Third Ward Association.
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ARTISTIC 
Orchestra Contractor ......... Michael “Ding” Lorenz
Casting Associate .................. Stephanie Staszak
Casting Consultant ...... Alexander Coddington

BOX OFFICE 
Box Office Manager ............................. Kelley Arlt 
Box Office Supervisor ........ Maureen Kailhofer, 	
			    Rylee Zuniga
Box Office Staff ................................ Anna Mikula, 	
	                Audwin Short, Zed Waeltz, 
	           Deanne Walter, Sian Whitney

DEVELOPMENT 
Director of Development ….…… Sharon K. Rise
Development Associate ................ Georgie Pink

EDUCATION 
Education Manager ........................... Fred Diggins 
Education Associate ............. Alexandria Cimoch 
Teaching Artists ....................... James Donaldson,  	
                                                     Krista Laszewski,
                                             Hayden McCullough, 	
			     Eugene Strei 

FACILITIES 
Building Operations Technician .... Robert Boose

FINANCE 
Director of Finance ............................ Stacy Tatum   

HOUSE MANAGEMENT 
Lead House Manager ......................... Cat Sadler 
House Managers ......................... Jamie Gossen, 

Sanaa Harper, Sandi Lash, 
Oakley Mertes, Nate Press,

Zed Waeltz, Dawn Wenszell,
Elliot White, Wesley Yaroch 

MARKETING 
Director of Marketing ................... Meghan West
and Communications 

IT/Database Manager ..... Christopher Johnston

PRODUCTION 
Director of .............................................. Terry Harper
Production and Facilities

Interim Director of ............................ Joseph Piirto
Production and Facilities

Studio Theatre Lighting/ ........... Anthony Metz 
Audio Supervisor 

Resident Assistant ........... Jordan Ilyssa Angelo
Stage Manager

SCENIC
Head Carpenter/ ................................... Islay Reed 
Fleet Manager

LIGHTING
Lighting Supervisor ........................ Dovie Hughes

COSTUMES 
Costume Director ...................... Jeanne Schrank 
Wardrobe Supervisor ......... Courteney Shipley 

SOUND
Audio/Video Supervisor ....... Cordarious Cox
Audio Support ...................................... Steve Tonar

PROPS
Properties Supervisor ................... Amaya Rockett

EVENT SERVICES
Bar Manager ......................................... Mel Penner
Bar Staff ................................ Molly Burke, Troy Key

Michael Unger
Artistic Director

Susan Varela
Executive Director

SKYLIGHT MUSIC THEATRE 
STAFF
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SKYLIGHT MUSIC THEATRE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Valerie Johnson, PRESIDENT

PAST PRESIDENTS 
(Chronological)

ADVOCATES
CHAIR – Laura Emory

Betty Arndt  
Carol Bayerlein  
Polly & Robert Beal  
Katherine & William Biersach  
Wendy & Richard Bliss  
Morton Blutstein  
E.J. Brumder, Jr.  
Patricia & Phillip Crump  
Mary & John Emory  
Mary & Matthew Flynn  
Gabrielle & John Franke  
Susan & Timothy Frautschi  
Gwenn & Joseph Graboyes  
Suzanne Gromme  
Lindsay Holbrook Hammerer 
& Peter Hammerer  
Arlene Hansen  
Katie Harding & James 
Pionkoski  
Cheryl & Roy Hauswirth  
Grace McBain Haydon  
Mary Huntington  
Sharon & Ted Hutton  

Judy & Gary Jorgensen  
Jeanne & Richard Kessler  
Susan & Robert Kinde  
Tracey & Richard Klein  
Kipp Koester  
Marie Kohler & Brian Mani  
Patricia & Robert Kraft  
Roz Krause  
Pam Kriger  
Konrad Kuchenbach  
Kristie & Terrance Kurtenbach  
Emilia & Christopher Layden  
Elizabeth Levins & Herbert 
Zien  
Sally Lewis  
Rose Mary & Frank Matusinec  
Sandra & Michael McNeely  
Donna & Anthony Meyer  
Susan Nichols  
Jeff Nohl  
Jody Nolan  
Joe Nolan  
Barbara Notestein  
Jane S. O’Connell  
Candy & Bruce Pindyck   

Nancy Pinter & R. Max Samson  
Roberta & Larry Polacheck  
Ildy & Skip Poliner  
Hattie Purtell  
Gordana & Milan Racic  
Kristine & James Rappe  
Linda & Blaine Rieke  
Lee Dougherty Ross & Jerold 
Ross  
Patricia Roy  
Kathleen & Thomas Schrader  
Carol & Kevin Schuele  
Marsha Ruth Sehler  
Maureen & Larry Sherkow  
Joanne & Vincent Shiely, Jr.  
Paige Sinden  
Lisa & Paul Sweeney  
John W. Taylor  
Pauline & Calvin Verbrugge  
Anne & Tom Wamser  
Gwen & William Werner  
Nora Werra  
Kathleen & David Williams  
Richard Wright

Mary McNulty, President Elect
Michael C. Lueder, Secretary

Barbara Bolens, Treasurer and VP of Finance

Roger Dickson, VP of Development
Lindsey Kopps, VP of Governance

Mary Bridges, VP of Marketing
David Lee, VP of Strategic Planning

Bob Babisch 
F. Tessa Escamilla Bartels  

Nathan Bernstein 
Amanda Collins 

Alec Fraser

Clair Richardson  
Dale Sorden  
Allen Slichter  

George Krueck  
Timothy Frautschi  

Mary Emory  
Mary Pollock  
Jack Gardner  
Dick Wright  

W. Albert Hamwright 
Robert Heath  

Marni King  
Dr. Michael Laska 
Laura Mikeworth  

Byron Foster  
Nick Owen  

Sue Frautschi  
Jeff Nohl  

Asher Nichols  
Matt Flynn  

Larry Salustro  
Howard Miller  
Suzanne Hefty  

Howard Miller   
Jeffrey M. Speller  

Herb Zien  

Colin Cabot (Honorary)  

Terry Kurtenbach  
John Stollenwerk  

David Harvey  
John Flanagan  

Alec Fraser  
Michael C. Lueder  
Marta Bianchini  

Brian D. Till  





JOIN US AND 
DONATE TODAY AT 
UPAF.ORG/DONATE

AND WE’RE FOR THE ARTS! 
UPAF supports the entertainment 
and excitement of over 50+ 
diverse performing arts groups 
across Southeastern Wisconsin.

When your favorite concert or heated rivalry brings you 
downtown, the charm and comfort of the Plaza Hotel 
Milwaukee is your home base and a getaway all at once. Our 
convenient parking, apartment-style rooms, and central East 
Side location make us the perfect landing spot after a night of 
Milwaukee entertainment. And don’t forget to stay for breakfast!

1007 N. CASS STREET 
(414) 276-2101 
PLAZAHOTELMILWAUKEE.COM
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JOIN US AND 
DONATE TODAY AT 
UPAF.ORG/DONATE

AND WE’RE FOR THE ARTS! 
UPAF supports the entertainment 
and excitement of over 50+ 
diverse performing arts groups 
across Southeastern Wisconsin.



.  Full-sized pool and whirlpool

.  State-of-the-art fitness center

.  Curated activities including social, 
recreational, and educational

.  Located only 40 minutes north of Milwaukee 
in beautiful Washington County

.  Tucked into the heart of the Kettle Moraine surrounded 
by prairies, hiking trails, forests, and abundant wildlife

.  Within minutes of vibrant downtown West Bend featuring an 
award-winning farmer’s market, fine dining, shopping, cultural 
events, art museum, and golfing

.  1,000 feet of pristine Big Cedar Lake frontage—pontoon boat 
rides, paddle boat, kayak launch, swimming, and fishing

FEATURING:

Enjoy, explore, and embrace your best life!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

The Lofts at Cedar Lake | Cedar Lake Village Homes | Cedar Ridge Homes | Cedar Ridge Apartments

CONTACT:
Abby Jonasson

262.338.4617

Julie Schickert
262.365.5200

VISIT US AT:
cedarcommunity.org

Independent
Living


