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The Disney on Broadway Catalog is 

known for inspiring, spirited, and 

touching music and A Jolly Holiday, 

Celebrating Disney's Broadway 

Hits brings the best to our Skylight 

audiences.  

The songs on in the show comprise 

the soundtrack of your childhood, or 

your child's childhood.  

Celebrate the holidays with these 

hits from Disney’s biggest 

Broadway shows in this festive 

concert. Enjoy your favorite songs 

from The Lion King, Tarzan, Mary 

Poppins, Aladdin, Hercules, The Little 

Mermaid, The Hunchback of Notre 

Dame, Newsies, Beauty and the Beast, 

Aida, High School Musical and 

Frozen.  
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Beauty and the Beast 
is a Disney stage 

musical with music 

by Alan Menken, 

lyrics by Howard 

Ashman and Tim Rice, 

and book by Linda Woolverton. It was adapted 

from Walt Disney Pictures' Academy Award-

winning 1991 animated musical film of the same 

name – which in turn had been based on the classic 

French fairy tale by Jeanne-Marie Leprince de Beau-

mont. Beauty and the Beast premiered on Broadway on 

April 18, 1994, and ran for 13 years and 5,461 perfor-

mances, becoming Broadway's tenth longest-running 

production in history. It has also become a popular 

choice for junior, amateur and high school produc-

tions.  

 

The Lion 
King musi-

cal opened 

on Broad-

way at the New Amsterdam Theatre on November 13, 

1997. In 2006, the production moved to the Minskoff 

Theatre. It is Broadway's third longest-running show, 

currently celebrating 25 years on Broadway, Over 100 

million people worldwide have seen the musical and it 

has earned numerous awards and honors, including 

six Tony Awards, one for Best Musical and Best Direc-

tion of a Musical, making director Julie Taymor the 

first woman to earn such an honor. The show opened 

in London, on October 19, 1999, and is still running 
there after more than 7,500 performances.  

 

Hercules premiered 

i n  2 0 1 9  a t 

the Delacorte Thea-

ter in Central 

Park, Manhattan, New 

York. In April 2022, it was announced that a revised 

version of the musical would play at the Paper Mill 

Playhouse in Millburn, New Jersey during the 2022-23 

season. 

 

Elton John and Tim Rice's 
Aida is a musical based on 

the opera of the same 

name written by Antonio 

Ghislanzoni with music 

by Giuseppe Verdi. It has 

music by Elton John, lyrics by Tim Rice, and book 

by Linda Woolverton, Robert Falls, and David Henry 

Hwang. Aida premiered on Broadway on March 23, 

2000, running for 1,852 performances. It was nominat-

ed for five Tony Awards and won four, including Best 

Original Score. The original Broadway cast recording 

won the Grammy Award for Best Musical Show Album. 

 
 
 

T a r z a n  i s 

a musical based on 

the Walt Disney 

Animation Studi-

os 1999 film of the 

same name. The 

songs are written by Phil Collins with a book by David 

Henry Hwang. The original Broadway production 

opened in 2006. It was directed by Bob Crowley who 

also did the scenic and costume design and had chore-

ography by Meryl Tankard. The production ran for 35 

previews and 486 performances. 

 

N e w s i e s  i s 

a musical based 

on the 1992 musi-

cal film Newsies, 

which was in-

spired by the real-life Newsboys Strike of 1899 in New 

York City. The show has music by Alan Menken, lyrics 

by Jack Feldman, and book by Harvey Fierstein and is 

based on the film's screenplay by Bob Tzudik-

er and Noni White. The musical premiered at the Paper 

Mill Playhouse in 2011 and made its Broadway debut in 

2012, where it played for more than 1,000 performanc-

es before touring. 

 

In the U.S., the film of High 
School Musical generated 

7.7 million viewers in its 

premiere broadcast, 

breaking the then-record 
for the highest premiere 

for the network. The film 

also saw considerable 

success; as of 2019, over 225 million viewers had 

w a t c h e d  H i g h  S c h o o l  M u s i c a l .  T h e 

film's soundtrack was commercially and critically 

successful, reaching atop the U.S. Billboard 200, with 

its lead single, "Breaking Free", reaching number four 

on the U.S. Billboard Hot 100.  

 

 
Mary Poppins is a 

musical with music 

a n d  l y r i c s 

by Richard M. 

S h e r -

man and Robert B. 

S herman,  and 

additional music 

and lyrics by George Stiles and Anthony Drewe, and a 

script by Julian Fellowes. The original West 

End production opened in December, 2004 and won 

two Olivier Awards, The Broadway production opened 

in November 2 006.  It received sev-

en Tony nominations, including Best Musical. The origi-

nal Broadway production closed in March 2013, after 

2,619 performances. Touring and international produc-

tions followed. 

The Jungle Book is a 

musical based on 

the Walt Disney Anima-

tion Studios 1967 film of 

the same name with 

songs by the Sherman 

brothers and Terry 

Gilkyson. The musical premiered at the Goodman Thea-

tre in Chicago in 2013 and later played the Huntington 

Theatre in Boston. It was directed, and had a book, by 

Mary Zimmerman and is based on the book of the same 

name by Rudyard Kipling.  

 

The Hunch-
back of 
N o t r e 
Dame is 

a musical 

based on 

the 1831 novel of the same name written by Victor 

Hugo, with songs from the 1996 Walt Disney Animation 

Studios film adaptation. The original musical premi-

ered in 1999 in Berlin, Germany as Der Glöckner von 
Notre Dame (The Bellringer of Notre Dame). It was 

Disney Theatrical’s first musical to premiere outside 

the U.S. It ran for three years, becoming one of Ber-

lin's longest-running musicals. The English-language 

musical The Hunchback of Notre Dame, by Alan 

Menken, Stephen Schwartz, and Peter Parnell, had its 

debut at La Jolla Playhouse in San Diego, CA on Octo-

ber 28, 2014 and subsequently played at the Paper Mill 

Playhouse in Millburn, New Jersey.   
 

Aladdin is a 

B r o a d -

way musical based 

on the 1992 Disney 

animated film of 

the same name with a book by Chad Beguelin, music 

by Alan Menken, and lyrics by Howard Ashman, Tim 

Rice and Beguelin. Aladdin premiered at the 5th Ave-

nue Theatre in Seattle in 2011.  The Broad-

way production opened at the New Amsterdam Thea-

tre on March 20, 2014 and has been produced globally 

since. It has been seen about 11 million people world-

wide. 

 

Frozen is 

a musical with 

music and 

l y r i c s 

by Kristen 

Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez, and book 

by Jennifer Lee, based on the 2013 film of the same 

name. It premiered on Broadway in March 2018 at 

the St. James Theatre. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the Broadway production closed on March 11, 2020, 

after 26 previews and 825 regular performances. A 

U.S. tour began in November 2019. 
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 WORDS OF JOY 

Fred Diggins: My name is Fred Diggins, Education 

Associate with Skylight Music Theatre and we are here on 

the set of A Jolly Holiday: Celebrating Disney’s Broadway 

Hits. With me is the Director, Michael Unger; the Music 

Director, Christie Chiles Twillie; and the Choreographer for 

the show, Tara Jeanne Vallee. All have agreed to sit down 

and discuss their contributions to this production and give 

insight to what Disney has meant to them.   

My first question is to all of you. Disney has played a prominent role in many 

lives over the years. Being a part of A Jolly Holiday, if you had to choose, 

what would be your favorite Disney movie or Disney song selection?  

MICHAEL UNGER: I think my favorite Disney movie overall 

would have to be The Little Mermaid because in addition 

to it having a perfect score by Alan Menken and Howard 

Ashman, it is also an absolutely perfectly structured 

musical, dramatically speaking. And it’s Faustian! But the 

kids don’t need to know that. The “want” song happens in 

just the right place, you truly root for the central 

characters, conflict and villains happen at the exact right time and (spoiler 

alert) a gloriously happy ending. Now, the film first came out when I was 

much older than many of the people around me – so I actually grew up on 

Snow White (no I’m not THAT old!), Fantasia, Pinocchio, Peter Pan, Mary 

Poppins, Bedknobs and Broomsticks, oh, the great list goes on. But The 

Little Mermaid sticks out as a turning point and on-ramp to the Disney on-

stage musical. 

TARA JEANNE VALLEE: Oh, Disney knows how to pull at 

ALL the heartstrings with their music, and my favorites 

change with the seasons of life. I think, in this current 

phase of parenthood sending a child off to college soon, I 

tune in emotionally to songs like “You’ll be in my Heart” 

and “Proud of your Boy”, and the “Let It Go” themes of 

The Little Mermaid and Finding Nemo. The gift of The 

Disney catalog is that there is something for everyone! 

CHRISTIE CHILES TWILLIE: Oh gosh, you mean I can only 

pick one? Wow! Well, Michael already claimed The Little 

Mermaid so I think I have to say in terms of my favorite 

movies, it’s a toss up between Beauty and the Beast and 

… wait for it… (singing loudly in the Zulu language with 

an epic sunrise in the background) “ Naaaaaaaaants 

ingonyamaaaaaa bagithi baba!!!!!!!!” Yep… you guessed 

it, the Lion King. Disney always does a beautiful job of putting music and 

visuals together. Both of these movies are really stunning and I mean, 

COME ON! Who can resist singing along to the entire opening sequence of 

“The Circle of Life” in The Lion King, or during “Be Your Guest” in Beauty 

And the Beast. When each of these came out in theaters, they were also 

introducing epic new approaches to the animation. So yeah… final answer 

is … I can’t pick just one! 
 

FD: Michael, although this is a wonderful performance, this is not a typical 

holiday show that we might see at Skylight. What was it about A Jolly Holiday 

that drew you to selecting it for Skylight Music Theatre this season? 

MU: We as a company are trying to focus on positive stories and messages 

as much as possible as we all try to dig out of the challenges of the past few 

years. What could be bad about 33 Disney songs from 13 of their greatest 

musicals? Also, my dear friend, the prolific and brilliant Sandy Rustin, wrote 

the delightful dialogue that strings the songs together – so that was an 

added bonus.  

Also, this is only the second time this production has happened, and we got 

Disney’s blessing to add young performers to the production which, to me, 

makes it all the more joyous. 

FD:  Christie, to me, A Jolly Holiday seems more like a medley than a normal 

musical? Is it easier to perform a show like this and just how familiar are you 

with the songs that are highlighted in this performance? 

CCT: Yes this is absolutely more like a medley and that means it’s easy for 

everyone including the audience to sing along. I was familiar with probably 

ninety-five percent of the songs which made it very fun to practice and 

prepare. 
 

 

FD:  Michael, after seeing such a unique and entertaining performance, people 

will have their spirits lifted. What would you like your audiences to come away 

with from this performance? 

MU: In a word: joy. I want people to feel like they just attended a fabulous 

holiday party, regardless of what holiday/s they may celebrate. I think 

people will be surprised by how many amazing songs can be packed into one 

party. It will also be an opportunity for us to share this wonderful show with, 

perhaps, some first-time, younger theatregoers. Watching the wonder in the 

eyes of children watching a diverse cast and cross-section of the Disney 

catalog is sure to be a great shared family/friend experience. 

FD:  Tara Jeanne, part of making Disney come alive is moving along to the 

songs. There is so much going on with this performance. It seems to have 

everyone involved with the dancing? How was choreographing A Jolly Holiday 

different from other performances that you have previously done? 

TJV: This being a concert performance sets some limitations on a 

choreographer. You don’t have the storyline to support you, the actors have 

to sing a LOT, and concerts by nature focus on the music first. So, what I tried 

to do was simply honor the spirit of the music and give it the energy I think it 

deserves, without exhausting the performers (too much...) I know I pushed 

their limits, but they also met me in a great way! 

FD:  Since most of us grew up and still to this day listen to Disney songs, it’s 

almost impossible not to sing along with the performers. Are you afraid that 

some of the music will never leave your mind after this performance? 

MU: There are definitely more “ear-worms” in this show than many others 

you might see. But that’s ok with me. Every song, every melody, every lyric is 

an absolute winner. 

TJV: Afraid? No! That’s what we want! Go home happy, humming the tunes 

or singing them full out… and throw in some of your very own choreography. 

Live with joy!  

CCT: When we signed up for this show, the ear worms were already present 

and ready to spring into action so I agree with Michael. It’s okay with me if 

they linger more than usual. 
 

FD:  Any final words that you would like to leave your audience with today? 

MU: Have fun! Enjoy the party. And we hope the joy of the experience will 

extend beyond the performance as we all do our part to spread as much joy 

as we can muster this holiday season. 

TJV: Thanks for celebrating your holidays with us! We wish for you and yours 

a happy and healthy season! “Life is the bubbles! “ 

CCT: Have the bestest time and Happy Holidays! 
 

FD:  I thank all of you for sitting down with us today. I, for one, am very excited 

to see this performance and I know the audiences will enjoy experiencing A 

Jolly Holiday. Have a happy, Jolly Holiday everyone. 



Frederick Diggins for ENLIGHTEN, Skylight 

Music Theatre’s Education Program 
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ABOUT BOOKWRITER, SANDY RUSTIN 

 Sandy Rustin is an actress and award-
winning playwright named to American 
Theatre’s list of Most Produced Playwrights 
of the 2022-2023 season, and to the Broad-
way Women’s Fund “Women to Watch” list 

 Sandy has partnered with Disney to create 
this musical revue which premiered at the 
Paper Mill Playhouse in 2021 

 Sandy is the Founding Co-Artistic Director 
of Midtown Direct Rep.  

 With her family, she created the Jerry Kraut 
Memorial Fund, which supports the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation of Chicago.  

 

 
A NOTE FROM SANDY 

 

According to my mother, I spent my crib 
time happily babbling to the characters on 
the Disney-themed wallpaper in my nurse-
ry. Lengthy gibberish chats with Pinocchio, 
Dumbo, Lady, Tramp, Alice, Cinderella, 
Snow White – they were my first pals, she 
joked. I learned to talk by talking to them. 
   
 
 
  
 
  

So, it is as a lifelong Disney fan, with su-
percalifragilisticexpialidocious joy in my 
heart, that I share A JOLLY HOLIDAY: a 
Celebration of Disney’s Broadway 
Hits with The Skylight Music Theatre audi-
ences.   
 
As a playwright, I can say with confidence 
that I have never been tasked with a more 
joyful assignment than crafting this show. 
What could be better than curating favor-
ite tunes from favorite shows and weaving 
them together into an explosion of Disney 
holiday cheer?! (Answer: nothing). This 
show is part concert, part holiday-party, 
and all heart. Developed throughout the 
pandemic, it is especially gratifying to 
know that Milwaukee audiences will be 
able to enjoy A Jolly Holiday in-person! 
  
Sending my best wishes for a happy and 
healthy holiday season. Enjoy the show! 
  
Sandy Rustin 
www.sandyrustin.com 

THE DESIGN OF A JOLLY HOLIDAY 

WITH SET DESIGNER, KEN MARTIN 

When Artistic Director Michael Unger 

and I started to talk about A Jolly Holi-

day, it was clear we wanted to develop 

a warm and inviting place for our holi-

day event. The idea that a group would 

come together under one roof and re-

count how much their experiences with 

these songs and these stories meant to 

them. I started with the idea that the 

show felt a little like some of the classic 

holiday specials from the past. When I 

was growing up, it seemed that so 

many singers and entertainers spent an 

hour with their "friends" singing songs 

and telling stories about what the holi-

days meant to them. While many of 

these had major set changes, I recall 

one Bing Crosby special that centered 

on him at home with his family, in front 

of a fireplace. Michael and I wanted to bring a little of that nostalgia and a little of the modern into the theatre.  So we settled on a mid-

century modern look that would invite our audience into the world of the play. The warmth of the fireplace, overlooking a snow filled 

landscape, what could make us feel more like the holidays? We hope you feel at home.  


