
GOING TO  
A SHOW AT

SKYLIGHT
MUSIC THEATRE
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I am going to see a show 
at Skylight Music Theatre.

I am going to see the show with

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

In partnership with



3

Watching a play is like watching TV  
or a movie, except people are on 

stage in front of us. 

They are called actors. They can see and hear me too.   
I can’t turn the channel or turn the volume up and down.
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A play is made up of many 
interesting things. 

COSTUMES

SOUND

SCENERY

LIGHTING
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When we arrive at the theater, we will probably 
have to climb some stairs. There are stairs 

outside the building, and inside the building.

We may need to wait in line to  
pick up our tickets.

When we are waiting, I can stay  
with my family or teacher.
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An usher will help 
us find our seats.

We will enter the 
theater and find 

our seats.
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If I need to use the restroom, I can use 
the one upstairs. I can get there by 

climbing the stairs near the entrance.  
If I need to use the elevator, I can ask  

a staff member for help.
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Someone will show us where to sit.

The audience area is for all of us.

The stage is for the actors only. 
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In the theater there are TV screens. 
These screens show the conductor  

of the orchestra.
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When I am in the theater waiting  
for the show to start:

1. I can talk to my family or friends.
2. I can take a short break in the lobby.
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There will be a lot of people in theater 
and it may get noisy.

If it gets too loud:

1.  I can bring headphones if I want.

2.  I can put my hands over my ears.

3.  I can leave the room and take a short break  
in the lobby. 

 

I can come back when I am ready.
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During the show: 
1.  I can watch and listen to the actors quietly.

2.  I can applaud if I like something.

3.  I can hold things in my hand that make  
me feel comfortable.

  

If I need to talk:
1.  I can talk quietly to my family.

2.  I can write down what I want to say.

3.  I can leave the room.
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After the show is finished,  
I will leave the theater with my family.
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Meet the Cast of
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These are the Newsies.

The Newsies are a group of young people who sell 
newspapers on the streets of New York. They are upset 

because they are being forced to pay more money to sell 
their papers by Mr. Pulitzer. They decide to strike and 
refuse to sell newspapers until they are treated fairly.
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This is Marco.

Marco plays a character named Jack. Jack is the leader 
of the Newsies union and their strike against Mr. Pulitzer.
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This is Rachel.

Rachel plays a character named Katherine.  
Katherine is a reporter and helps the Newsies  

by writing a story about their strike.
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This is Lee.

Lee plays a character named Mr. Pulitzer.  
Mr. Pulitzer is the boss of a newspaper called The 

World. Mr. Pulitzer tries to become richer by charging 
the Newsies more money for newspapers to sell. 
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This is Jordan.

Jordan plays a character named Crutchie. 
Crutchie is a Newsie and Jack’s best friend. 
Crutchie uses a crutch to help them walk. 
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This is Nick.

Nick plays a character named Davey.  
Davey sells newspapers to help feed their 

family along with their younger brother Les. 
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This is Edward.

Edward plays a character named Les. Les is a 
young Newsie who uses their age to help them 

sell papers. Les’ older brother is Davey. 
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This is Natalie.

Natalie plays a character named Medda Larkin. Medda 
Larkin is a singer and owns their own theatre. Medda 
Larkin is friends with Jack and helps out the Newsies. 
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This is Kevin.

Kevin plays a character named Wiesel, the person 
who sells newspapers to the Newsies. Kevin also 

plays the mayor of New York City. 
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This is Shawn.

Shawn plays a character named Oscar Delancey. Oscar 
helps Wiesel sell newspapers to the Newsies and fights them 

during their strike. Oscar is brothers with Morris Delancey. 
Shawn also plays Medda Larkin’s stage manager. 
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This is Christopher.

Christopher plays a character named Morris Delancey. 
Morris and their brother Oscar help Wiesel sell newspapers 
to the Newsies. Christopher also plays a character named  

Teddy Roosevelt, who is the governor of New York.  
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This is Chase.

Chase plays a character named Mr. Snyder. Mr. 
Snyder tries to arrest Jack and their friends. Chase 
also plays Nunzio, who cuts Mr. Pulitzer’s hair, and 
Mr. Jacobi who owns a deli that the Newsies visit. 
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This is Stephanie.

Stephanie plays a character named Hannah.  
Hannah is Mr. Pulitzer’s secretary. Stephanie also 

plays a Newsie, a Bowery Beauty, and a nun.
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This is Austin.

Austin plays a character named Race who is a 
Newsie. Austin also plays Bunsen who is Mr. 

Pulitzer’s bookkeeper and Darcy who helps the 
Newsies publish their own paper. 



29

This is Jonathan.

Jonathan plays a character named Finch. 
Finch is a Newsie who likes to smoke cigars. 
Jonathan also plays a character named Seitz 

who edits Mr. Pulitzer’s newspaper. 
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This is Jamie.

Jamie plays a character named Spot Conlon 
who is the leader of the Brooklyn Newsies. 

Jamie also plays a Bowery Beauty. 
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These are the Brooklyn Newsies.

The Brooklyn Newsies are from a neighborhood in 
New York City called Brooklyn. They join with the other 

Newsies in their strike. Their leader is Spot Conlon.
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Newsies is a musical.

The actors in this play will be singing and dancing. 
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Newsies contains fight sequences. 

These fights have been practiced by the actors  
and are part of the play. The actors are only pretending 

to hurt each other. No one is actually getting hurt.
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What happens in the play?
Moments that are surprising or loud are underlined and bolded. 

Song titles are in (parentheses) and italicized.

Act 1

The play opens with Jack and his friend Crutchie, two newsboys in New York dreaming 
of leaving the city and their jobs for (Santa Fe (Prologue)). The two leave for work early in 
the morning and join their fellow Newsies for another day of selling papers as they all sing 
(Carrying the Banner). As the Newsies buy their papers from Wiesel, the newspaper 
distributor and his two henchmen The Delancey Brothers, they meet two new kids: Les and 
Davey. Les and Davey are selling newspapers to help support their family. Jack realizes that 
Les’ young age could help sell a lot of papers and he takes him under his wing. 

Mr. Pulitzer, the owner of the newspaper “The World”, sits in his office with his employees 
while he gets his hair trimmed. “The World” is struggling and is losing money. Bunsen, 
Mr. Pulitzer’s bookkeeper comes up with an idea to charge the Newsies 10 cents extra to 
buy 100 papers. This way, “The World” can make more money without selling any extra 
newspapers. Mr. Pulitzer loves the idea and approves it. (The Bottom Line)

Meanwhile on the streets, Davey is struggling to sell papers while Les is having success by 
making pouting faces at his customers. As Les and Davey say goodbye to Jack, the three 
are spotted by a strange man who begins to chase after Jack. The boys hide in Medda 
Larkin, a local singer’s, theater and Jack explains that Snyder runs a jail for children called The 
Refuge where he is paid for every child he arrests. Medda greets Jack and his friends and 
welcomes them inside. She thanks Jack for painting backdrops that she uses for her musical 
act. Medda performs a song for the audience (That’s Rich). As Medda’s dancers are performing 
(I Never Planned on You/ Don’t Come a Knockin’), Jack sneaks into Katherine Plummer’s 
booth. Katherine is a beginning newspaper writer who Jack has a crush on. Jack annoys 
Katherine who asks him to leave. When he does, he leaves behind a drawing of her as a gift.

The next morning, the Newsies discover that all of the city’s newspapers have raised their 
prices. Angry and feeling disrespected, the Newsies refuse to sell any newspapers until the 
price is lowered. They nominate Jack as President of their new union and declare themselves 
on strike (The World Will Know). 
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The Newsies gather at Jacobi’s Deli and plan their next move. They decide to split up and 
share their plans with other newspaper sellers from around the city. Katherine arrives and 
offers to write a story about their strike to help spread the word about the strike. Even though 
the Newsies don’t believe in her at first, Katherine reminds them that she is the only reporter 
who is willing to take their story. The Newsies give Katherine the job (The World Will Know 
(Reprise)). Katherine begins to write her article, but struggles to find the right words (Watch 
What Happens).

In the morning, the strikers wait to hear from their fellow Newsies, but all of them are waiting 
on the Brooklyn Newsies to join in. Some of the boys think about leaving, but Jack reminds 
them that they cannot back down no matter what happens (Seize the Day). Then, scabs, 
or Newsies who plan to skip the strike and sell papers enter. Jack convinces them that their 
strike is about more than just newspapers, but about working kids everywhere being treated 
fairly. The scabs join the strike. Wiesel and the Delancey Brothers attack the Newsies. 
The police and Mr. Snyder join in the fight. Snyder hits Crutchie with his own crutch 
and has him taken away to his jail. Jack runs away from Snyder as the Newsies 
scatter for safety. Home safe on his rooftop, Jack sings about his wish to escape the strike 
and to go far away to be in peace (Santa Fe).

(Intermission)

Act 2

Back at Jacobi’s, the Newsies recover from their fight and find out that they made the front 
page of the newspaper. They all dream of the fame they will receive from the story (King of 
New York – This is an extended tap dance number). 

Crutchie writes a letter to Jack, who he calls his best friend and brother from his cell at The 
Refuge (Letter from the Refuge). 

At Medda’s theater, Jack is painting a new backdrop for her show. Davey, Les, and Katherine 
enter. They try to cheer Jack up and talk him into returning to the fight. Jack shares a painting 
he made of The Refuge to show the others why his doesn’t want to strike and risk any of the 
Newsies safety again. Davey and the others convince Jack to return to the strike, because it 
is a fight they can’t afford to lose (Watch What Happens (Reprise)).
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At the offices of “The World”, Jack arrives to talk with Pulitzer. It is revealed at the meeting 
that Katherine is actually Mr. Pulitzer’s daughter and that she told him about Jack and his 
wish to move to Santa Fe. Pulitzer offers Jack a deal to pay for him to move to Santa Fe if he 
goes to the Newsies rally at Medda’s theater and speaks against the strike. Jack is taken to 
the cellar with an old printing press and held prisoner overnight (The Bottom Line (Reprise)). 

The Brooklyn Newsies arrive at the theater to join the strike and see the Newsies rally 
(Brooklyn’s Here). Jack arrives at the rally to a huge round of applause. He speaks out 
against the strike and says that the Newsies should make a different deal with Mr. Pulitzer. 
Jack leaves as the crowd boos. 

Jack returns to his rooftop and discovers Katherine there. She talks Jack out of giving up and 
leaving town by sharing an idea: to have every worker under 21 years old strike from their job 
instead of just the Newsies. Jack realizes that he can use the printing press in Pulitzer’s cellar 
to share the message with the city. Jack and Katherine share their feelings for one another 
and kiss (Something to Believe In).

Jack, Katherine, and others break into the cellar to print their message on the printing press. 
The Newsies spread out to hand out their newspapers (Once and For All). 

The phones are ringing non-stop in Mr. Pultizer’s office because the entire city blames him 
for the strike. Jack arrives at the office and returns Pulitzer’s bribe money. Governor Teddy 
Roosevelt, who Pulitzer does not like, arrives and forces him to accept a deal with the 
Newsies. Jack and Pulitzer agree on a deal that works for both “The World” and the Newsies 
and they shake hands. 

The Newsies celebrate their victory in the streets. Teddy Roosevelt speaks to the crowd and 
announces that Jack’s drawing of The Refuge has led to another victory: Crutchie has been 
released from jail and Mr. Snyder is arrested. The Newsies get in line to buy their papers as 
Katherine and Davey convince Jack to stay in the city instead of going to Santa Fe. Jack 
kisses Katherine and buys a stack of papers to sell as the play ends.
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The End.

Special thanks to First Stage and Coltyn Giltner for their assistance in  
making the sensory friendly performance of NEWSIES possible.


